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She ship was rolling this morning ~ nen © Lot, or So it Seems, 
until one realizes tt~has been so quiet for the Last week that 
we are just not used to the motion; even so, there ts a 3-4 
jous Swetl Tunn™m rom the north and now that the wind 

as gradually hauled dround from the north to northeast, 

meets the Ship broad enough on her port bow to set to 
rolling. Lt ts an odd- looking morntng too, Nuss CUMULUS 
Clouds loom up wtth the dawn to the east, and stretching 
aft like a wall. Out of the north and northeast, the sky 
is clear and pink in the tnciptent Sunrise. 

we are just beginning to realize how much the weather 
patterns here differ from the Cartbbean etereotye. Trade 
winds do blow, the big weather systems, espectaily the 
highs wtth their northerly winds lend therr tnfluences 
ovér the Bahamas and along the north coast of Cuba and 

Hispaniola witth considerable frequency. AS ae approach, 
dhe usual easterly trade winds lose force a radually 
work more and more to the south. AS day goes on, the 
winds dte, the compere cuts oes i and lightning be~ 
Lag to flash in Small Clouds along the Northwest Norizon. 

he Calin may tast a few hours ora day before a whisper 

of a full north wtnd, 4 thunderstorm , or 4 ratn Shower 
ushers in @ restng barometer and a pertod of northerly winds 
which gradually” gtve way to the northeast flow of the. 

trades. AS the front moves in all over the area, tt grves , 
Strong winds Or heavy Tatns, all dependtng on the fronts 
location and one's Own. Alt this makes for a ve of 
weather unlike the monotonous conststency of the truce 
trades. It is both good and bad for our work. The Calms 
make for excellent” whate- watchin but increase the 
difficulty of cease. and avoidin ralheads. Wind and 
Yatn ave bad, Maktn 
the banks. 


Yaa 
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This week has Shown us all phases of this cycle. Monday, 
tt waS Clear, hot wtth only a fine South wind offertng 


some relief. Tt turned out to be 4 good da Yr all 
when we explored the area untn habtt and Cay, 
the southernmost “Turk LIstand. Tuesday was so tat 


we nad to motor all the way from _ Sand Cay to Station 
*9 on the north end of Mouchoir Bank, the bottom 
unreeling under the Ship as we crossed the shallows, 
ever detail clearly vistble through the Clear water until 
ap arty overcast ~ blotted out even the coralheads. Wed- 
nesdey “the rains Came, followed by a northerly to blow us 
to Puerto Plata. 

Now we are back out on Silver Bank, reddy for the 
next round of cetacean vistts ~ and 50 it goes! Mean 
while, there are 4 whales Stnging out at the ship 
About 150 meters to starboard“ beém just to entertain 
and instruct the Ship's company. 


Jincerely, 


George Nichols 
Master , r/v Regina Maris © 
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